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SKETCH OF THE RAILROAD. 






So memorable an ^v^iitfas )}m openitig of a Railway 
ftrotit the dity of Carlisle to Gr^euihe^d, ifhich demands 
from erety one «ome tribdte %if- admiration ; combined 
^ith n desire to coirtribute ia-sotoe degree to the informa- 
tion and pleasure of those who will lenjoy the satisfaction of 
witnessing. the opening of the Railway on the 19th of July, 
induce the author of this small pamphlet, to throw together 
—necessarily in great haste — a few notes of a journey 
undertaken by bim from Carlisle to Greenhead, on 
Wednesday, the ISth itostant,to obtain information prepa- 
ratory to the opening of the Railway. 

Tuesday next will certainly be the most important day 
which ever dawned upon merry Carlisle, for on that day 
the railway will be opened as far as Greenhead, a distance 
of more than twenty miles from the canal, which is to form 
its terminus, when completed. It will not be necessary 
for us here to recapitulate the numerous benefits which 
must flow to Carlisle from this prolific source of commerce 
and wealth, but in order that our readers may form some 
idea of the wonders which will that day be opened to those 
who are fortunate enough to have seats in the carriages, 
we will state what we thought most interesting in a 
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tour of the line, \vhich, by permission, we were allowed 
to make. 

STATION-YARD. 

The station, from whence the road opens, adjoins the 
London road at Gallows-hill, fiom whence it will be con- 
tinued ultimately by a tunnel under the I^ondon road, 
passing the extensive cotton works of Messrs. Cowen, as 
well as those of Messrs. Slater and Co., and the stupen- 
dous works now erecting by Messrs. P. Dixon and Sons, 
in Shaddongate (which are likely to employ more than a 
thousand work-people) and so skirting the suburbs of the 
town, proceed to the basin of the cans^h. 

On entering the yard, a stranger would be struck with 
amazement at the immense labour going on to complete 
the work by the required time, some hundreds of wotk- 
men being employed for that purpose ; but most especially 
would he be astonished who remembered Gallows-hill in 
the olden times, a green field, now converted into a plain, 
covered with a gravelly surface, along which run railways 
in vaiious directions, the traping out of the destination of 
which is extremely difficult, there being 6 distinct per- 
manent lines, leading to the tunnel under the London 
road, to the station-house, to the engine-house, to the 
earriage-huuse, to the workshops, to the lime-cells, 
to the coal dep6t, &c. Besides these buildings there is a 
water tank, erected on arches, to supply the engines, the 
water being raised by a force-pump. 

The station-house is a neat building of the modern 
Gothic order, which is strictly adhered to in all the stations 
on the road: some of the houses are very beautiful, but we 
prefer the one at Wetheral. The office for entering pas- 
sengers will be here, the chief clerk being Mr. Green. 
—It commands a capital view of the line. 

The yard will be encompassed by stone walls when 



the new piece of road towards Penrith is completed ; at 
present a temporary wooden fence has been constructed on 
that part where the turnpike road now sweeps along. 

On the hill, called Gallows-hill» which overlooks the 
railway, there will be a most splendid sight of the pro- 
cession, but above all things we wish to caution our 
readers, (and we hope they will extend the knowledge as 
far as they possibly can,) against approaching the railroad, 
and if they get a good position for a view to leave it on no 
account, especially when they hear the shrill whistle 
of the warning, of which we shall speak more anon. 
We recommend that no one crowd upon the vicinity of the 
road. They will only do harm, and might cause mischief. 
The civil force is quite competent to render every assist- 
ance, and preserve order.' 

The railway along the greater part of the line is com- 
posed of materials destined, we should think, to endure for 
centuries : the blocks are of stone, embedded with the utmost 
care, and the chair on which the rail rests is plugged on by 
oak pins ; thus affording at once a combination of three of 
our most durable materials. 

On the Southern verge of the yard, and immediately 
adjoining it, stand the Mains, tho well-conducted cot- 
ton works of Messrs. Rothwell and Co. Those buildings 
will present a very gay appearance on Tuesday. We then 
come to the first bridge over a stream, namely, that over 
the Petteril, fVom whence the road continues in a straight 
line until it approaches Scotby, where there is a station 
now erecting, and some vaults for coal and lime, for the 
consumption of the inhabitants of that vicinity. The 
vaults we speak of, are formed on the side of an embank- 
ment, and a branch railway conveying the waggons to the 
top of the vaults, the bottoms of the waggons are removed 
by a hinge similar to a trap door, and they are thus speed i- 
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]y emptied into the recess below, (torn whence they will 
be carted by the commoa turnpike road which adjoins. 

SCOTBY. 

The country in the vicinity of Scotby is beautifully 
fertile, but there is a peculiar effect produced to the spec- 
tator by observing the fields, which are cut in two by the 
embankment on which the trains are laid -, some of the fields 
are so extremely small that a very few shillings would be 
an adequate rent, were it not for the increased value given 
to the land by the contiguity of the road. In this singular 
division of property future generations may read the his- 
tory of this immense national undertaking, when those who 
live to witness the gpreat event of its opening shall be 
mouldered into dust. 

For a considerable distance the road presents nothing 
but a continued series of slopes and embankments, which 
were sown with bay seeds, and must produce a good rent to 
the Company, while at the same time the verdure is re* 
freshing to the eye. Leaving the village of Scotby to the 
right, the traveller on the road shortly enters upon a sweet 
valley, where he again catches a glimpse of Carlisle, and 
before him is a rich woodland scene. There are some spots 
here which stand remarkably well for the mansions of 
those gentlemen who may wish to combine a luxurious 
country with easy access to a populous city. 

WETHERAL AND CORBY BRIDGES. 

The first viaduct is very near Wetheral, and from 
thence we come suddenly upon that exquisite scene, the 
Corby woods, and the bridge over the Eden, at Wetberal. 
This bridge is certainly a wonderful undertaking, in every 
sense of the word, and for beauty is not to be surpassed 



by aay •oe' iaikk kingdeiwr It is ITOyaidi in leagtb, 
aad of thetnomioiift beiglrt of 1^ ieetv the number oi 
arches being five. 

The scenery n^hieh bere atCractb the view baa been so 
frequently described/ uid is sueb a general source of at« 
trwEtion, that watvrrll not occupy the tine of tbm readcf 
hf descanting-npoff it at present, fnrtSier thian t& Unt that 
when the ndhray is open, the time aad expense of the 
jsttmey wiU bii such a mere trifle that thousands will flock 
to the^pot ffeas Carfisle. 

After crossing the Eden, which dashes gurgling over the 
rocks below, the railway comes at' a very short distance 
upon th& qiagnifiueat bridge at Corby Beck, Under 
this bridge there is a beautiful driva (torn Corby Castle 
to the village of Warwick Bridge. Of tiiia we have a 
short, but very sweet view, as we soon come again to a 
curve. Corby Beck bridge bears on each side the lion's 
heady carved in stone, wbicb forms part of the arms of 
the noble house of Howard,' The bridge is six hun- 
dred feet long, and seventy leet higfi. Both. Wethe- 
ral and Corby bridges wese designed by Mr. Giles, Civil 
Engineer, and built by Mr. yiT. S. Penton.* This part 
of the road was formed by an engine which drew the wag* 
gons and material* upon an iatlined plane, but its utility 
having ceased, the engine and the building have been 
removed, the only vestige of its existence being the boiler, 
which lies in acorn-field where the engine-house formerly 
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^ A very pretty view, both nfadn andeoloured, of this Rtak^ 
way Bridge nas beei^pvdbliBbea \iy Mr. Thwrmm^ j^finiseUm;, 
Carlials, which oonvejs. an excelleot idea.of the edifice. The 
engraving is of Zinco^praphy and the plain copies have dS the 
•ppeariiiee <tf a highlv fiaislml pencil drawing. No 
stronger who visits Cailisle on the day of the opening should 
omit the opportunity of obtiuning a copy of this very excellent 
view. 
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stood. . In the centre are two.Btones bearing in Latin 
and English the date of the erectioB» and the name of 
the engineer and builder. 

The inclination of the road is. very perceptible here, 
being about 1 in 150^ and we noticed this more particu* 
iarly from, some coal wagg^ons going down with their own 
impetus, carrying behind them a truck containing the herse 
to draw them back. They thiyelled with great swiftness, 
and clearly marked the great inclination which the Com- 
pany had to overcome in reaching the sumnit level. 

HEAD'S NOOK. 

From Wetheral the road continues, through a country 
inch as Nature can make her sweetest spots, until the car. 
riages come to Head's Nook, where there is a very valuable 
stone quarry occupied by Mr. Grahamsley, and where 
there appears to be a sufficiency of excellent stone to build 
a city quite as large as Carlisle. Besides this quarry 
there is one' at WetheraU of very great magnitude. 
The chasm, which is far below the channel of the neigh- 
bouring Eden, is really frightful, blit still there is abun- 
dance of stone to be worked. As there will be considerable 
T:ompetition, we have no doubt that building materials will 
be remarkably reasonable in Carlisle, and this will be one 
good effect of this surprising undertaking. 

ROMANTIC SCENERY. 

From the quarry at Head's Nook, which approaches so 
near the railway as to render it necessary to have a 
.wooden foncing, the railway passes under a bridge over 
which is a common road, on to a beaotifol embank- 
ment, which overlooks the romantic villages of Fenton, 
and How. We also -obtained a pleasing glimpse of 
Hayton Church. The village of Hayton, although hid 
from the view, is said to be one of the most lovely spots in 



the North. Its attrtictiotis are iiot only its site, but in 
the taste displays<i ia the t>iiil4ing9* 

From the spot looking over this sweet smiling' valley on 
the left, the traveller may, on fine days, plainly distingaish 
the broad expanse of the Sol way Frith, with steam-boats 
and vessels of Vanoas deseriptions gliding on its surface, 
and the Scottish mountains beyond^ HeriB also another 
view of Carlisle is obtained, but the only edifices visible 
are those of the greatest altitude, among which the lofty 
pillar of Messrs. Dixon's manufactory; "|N)inting to the 
skies," arises as a beacon to point out where stands the 
city which it adorns. Looking further inland, the Sol way 
gradually diminishes, until it becomes. a mere silvery line, 
and then is lost. 

THE COWRAN CUT. 

And now we come-to that most wonderful undertaking, 
which surpasses every other achievement on the road, the 
cut through the Cowran hills, the most extensive of any 
yet completed in the empire. Its first appearance is like 
an immense street, — a city in a desert, being as straight 
as an arrow, and terminated by a viaduct, which assumes 
in the distance the appearance of a triumphal arch ; in- 
deed it requires very little enthusiasm, to conceive that fhis 
might be the entrance to some magnificent city of the 
East. On each side walls arise to a considerable height, 
and are famished in the same workmanlike manner which 
pre-eminently distinguishes the whole undertaking. I'he 
perspective is interesting, and might furnish an excellent 
lesson to the artist. The height of the Cowran hills is 1 12 
feet, the distance between the summits is 305, and the length 
of the cut 800 yards. We trust that some record of this 
victory over great impediments will be erected to show to 
whom succeeding generations are indebted for the project, 
and, after much time and labour, its final completion. It 
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will be a monmaeiit of juat praise to the contractor, and as 
has been observed with much jnstice, that the lofty pillar 
ereeted by Messrs. Dixon, in this city, will be the best 
monument of their spirited undertaking, so will the cut 
through the Cowran hills be the best tribute to the skill and 
perseverance of Mr. Grahamsley. We wish especially that 
every person who hap not seen this great triumph, will bear 
in mind that this is most deserving of their attention in the 
whole line, while to those who are not fortunate enough to 
obtain seats iojthe carriages, and yet are anxious to have a 
good view of the procession, we would say — " Go to the 
summit of Cowran hills, a distance of about nine miles 
from Carlisle, and you will not at all regret the journey." 

The origiDal intention of the surveyors, in laying out 
the road, we understand, was to construct a tunnel along 
the whole distance, but on proceeding with their work, 
they found they came to a fine quick sand, so impregnated 
in every direction with springs, that it was impossible to 
give it a sufficient solidity to bear a roof, and therefore the 
original plan of a tunnel was. altered to that of a cut, and 
so urgent was the necessily for its completion, and the 
erection of the walls on each side, that day and night, — in 
all weathers, raio, hail, or snow, — the workmen wore kept 
in perpetual employment* the cut being lighted with 
naphtha and a fresh set of men going on every eight hours. 
The springs were all directed into a channel which runs 
through the centre of the road, beneath the surface, and 
from this source, it is contemplated, the city of Carlisle 
will, at no very distant day, be furnished with a constant 
supply of some of the finest and purest water in the king- 
dom. So that in addition to the debt of gratitude we owe 
to the Company for the prospects oC increased trade, we 
must also hold onrselves debtors for a means of reno- 
vating health, and insuring all the comforts of cleanlinesSk 

The bridge over the river Gelt forms the next romantic 
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object; it 18 of aa oblique form, and is most generally 
known by the ejHthet of skew (askew^ bridge : as a work of 
art it must strike every one as worthy of attention. In the 
valley below there is some of the richest scenery in Eng- 
land: the bare red rocks, which peep out amid the 
dark olive-like surface of the trees, cannot be described. 
The valley which excites admiration for its romantic 
scenery, deserves not less attention from its historical 
legends. Here is the passage called Thief X«ane, along 
which the borderers who supported the reputation of free- 
booters, retreated, when pursued by their Scottish rivals, 
and many a tale of blood and rapine could these old 
woods tell, if they had the faculties of our nature. Near 
the Gelt, too, is a very ancient stone quarry, on one of the 
stones of which, is an ancient inscription which speaks of 
a bye-gone age. 

THE EARL OF CARLISLE'S BRANCH. 

From thence there is a branch leading to Kirk-house, 
the residence of Mr. Thompson, coal-steward to the Earl of 
Carlisle, and this branch is constructed at the expense of 
his Lordship to convey coals and lime to the station, and 
thence to Carlisle. Kirk-house itself is well worthy of 
observation; it is a workshop among the mountains. 
Beyond, there is an immense inclined plane, ingeniously 
constructed, and nearly a mile in length. The waggons 
loaded with coals draw the empty ones up, and although 
the line is a single one, a curve is made on each, side 
exactly at half way, so that they pass with the utmost 
safety. This line was opened on Friday by an engine 
belonging to the Earl of Carlisle, named the Gilsland. 
Another engine which will ply on the line from Carlisle 
to Greenkead for aome time, named the Atlas, was also 
iscd, of which we shall have to speak more bye and bye« 
Those travellers who wish to %ee Naworth Castle, thai 
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true picture of the old baronial days, should alight at 
JVIilton, taking care to reach there again on the return of 
the last train. 

SUMMIT LEVEL. 

We have now progres«ed as far as the summit level, 
which is about eleven miles and a half from the London 
road, and which continues a dead level for a distance of 
six miles, when it again inclines towards Greeohead. The 
height of the summit is 396 feet above Carlisle. The 
scenery varies much as the road winds up the mountains, 
and in fact nearly every cnrve presents a different scene 
of a peculiar kind. We are now approaching the district 
so renowned in border history for its daring inhabitants, 
who used the mountains as barriers of protection, issuing 
from their natural fastnesses to prey on the herds of their 
Scottish neighbours, which they drove among these wild 
defiles, and laughed at pursuit. Here is one of the smal- 
lest temples connected with the Protestant Establishment 
we ever beheld ; it is called Upper Denton church, and in 
that lone spot lie the remains of that extraordinary per- 
sonage ATeg iVIurops, said to be the original from whence 
Sir Walter Scott drew the old gipsy whose repulsive 
nature he has pourtrayed in the Heart of Mid- Lothian, 
under the assumed name of Meg Murdoch. Could she 
rise and behold her haunts visited by crowds, as they will 
be, and hear the rattle of the engines, and behold their 
rapid speed, she would conclude that the present genera- 
tion were mad. 

DENTON AND GILSLAND. 

Still further on we come to Nether Denton church, 
which stands high up among the mountains, a solitary 
edifice dedicated to the worship of the Almighty, the only 
building near it being the clergyman's residence, and yet 
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the numerous monuments, in the church-y&rd told us that 
the district is sot so. lonely as it appears. The scene is 
truly lovely : here in this calm sequestered spot, afar from 
the toils and anxieties of the busy world, the mountaineers 
breathe forth their unsullied prayer and praise. Here the 
bold borderer, all his dangers and terrors over, rests quietly 
under the same mound where ** thie rude forefathers of 
the hamlet sleep," 

** Perhaps in this neglected spot is laid, 
Some neart ontfe pregnant with celestial fire ; 

Hands, that, the rod of.^aapjre mieht have swayed, . 
Or waked to ecstacy the living Tyre." 

• 

Yet, even here modern science has now found a way to 
break down all olden manners, and the steam-engines 
would prove too powerful for all the borderers could they 
rise from their long sleep, and attempt to retain their ill- 
gotten spoil. The cal>in of Meg jVIumps is easily seen 
from the railroad, and near to that we approach the far* 
famed spa of Gilsland. The first building we obtain a 
good view of is Orchard House, the residence of Captain 
Coulson, the son of Colonel, Coulson. .It is a beautiful 
maqmon : and then highei' up among the trees is the Shaws, 
a very capacious hotel, surrounded by woods of a dark 
green, yet luxuriant foliage; the contrast is excellent, and 
the scenery in the immediate vicinity is so delightful, 
besides the healthy qualities of the spa, that additional 
buildings will be required immediately to accommodate 
.the immense influx of visitors fron^ both ends of the road, 
as we shall be enabled to leave Carlisle in a morning, dine, 
and return in the evening; an omnibus will meet the en- 
gines at Rose Hill, the Gibland station. We have no 
doubt the Gilsland property (Major Mounsey's) is trebled 
in value by the railway. i 

On nearing Greenhead the traveller meets with a goad 
view of the ruins of Thirlwall Castlt, ia NorthumberlaBdy 
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and also Blenkinsopp Castle, the property of Colonel 
Coulson. The former stands among the mountains, to 
denote that pomp and state once held their court there, 
but now the giisen ivy struggles with the cold and naked 
stones for prfe-eminence. 

GREENHEAD. 

On reaching Greenhead, we were much gratified by 
beholding the first locomotive engine which had ever been 
seen there. It b a perfect beauty, as respects size and 
power, that being of 40 horse. It is named ** the Atlas," 
and was constructed by Mr. Stephenson. The body is on 
six large wheels, and the tender goes with it, to renew the 
coke and water. It was first tried for about six miles on 
the road to Carlisle, and we had the pleasure of taking 
the first steam trip between the counties of Northumber- 
land and Cumberland. The warning was given, when 
Mr. Blackmore saw all was ready, by a peculiar loud 
whistle, obtained by permitting the steam to rush up a 
narrow pipe ; it has at first a startling effect, something 
like the shriek of a peacock, but more shrill, and is used as 
a capital signal, to denote that all is ready, — that the iipeed 
is increasing— that the train is about to pass a cross-road, 
— and that it is about to stop. In time all these signals will 
be distinctly understood by the inhabitants of the district. 

THE " ATLAS" ENGINE. 

This being the ?ery first trip made by the Atlas, upon 
a piece of road altogether new, the interest taken in its 
first essay was great to all who beheld it, and who listened 
to the rushing sound. The noise made in working it, is 
great, and has a sob-like sound. It was pronounced by 
those who saw it to be a perfect piece of machinery. 
When we had passed the few houses that comprise the 
•mall hamlet of Groenhead, and arrived in the vicinity of 
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the fields, the effect produced by the novel sound and 
sight of the loeomfitive ^ngtne, upon birds and animals 
was very greaft* The horses and cattle that were grazing, 
listened with fear to the strange object they beheld 
approaching, and finding it come every moment nearer, 
took to their heels and scampered off in all directions.* 
One horse was so terrified that it broke from the reins of a 
cart and gallopped furiously away. The mhabitants if 
notm terrified were at least as much amazed at the novel 
sight. The engine advanced as far as Low Row, and the 
trial was in every way succee sfal and in the highest degree 
satisfactory. 

It is eKpected that there will be four engines to start 
from Carlisle, on Tuesday : the Hercules, the Sampson, 
the Atlas, and the Gilsland. The Sampson was drawn to 
Greenhead by 15 hoisea. 



* It has been observed oti the parts of the Railway 
already opened, that in a few weeks the animals become 
accustomed to, and take very little notice of it. 
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